Washington, D.C. February 24, 1984

Dear Mr.Secretary,

I have been instructed to transmit herewith
through your good office the enclosed letter by
Secretary General of the Central Committee of the
CPSU Konstantin U.Chernenko to President Reagan.

I would appreciate your bringing this letter

to the attention of the President.
With best regards,

Anatoly F.DOBRYNIN
Ambassador

- The Honorable
George P.SHUITZ
The Secretary of State
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Unofficial translation

His Excellency

Ronald W.Reagan .

President of the United States of America
Washington, D.C.. o -

February 23, 1984

Dear lir.President,
'‘We appreciate the kind feelings transmitted on your behalf
by Mr.Bush at the hour of sorrow for the Soviet people,. - '
In your letter you expressed some thoughts with-regard to
Soviet-Aimerican relations and spoke in favor of putting'them.on

a constructive basis. - - . - : o
I told Mr.G.Bush 4nd would like to reaffirm it to you
personally that our ‘approach of principle to dealing with the
United States remains unchanged., ' : o
* This approach refects a joint view of the Soviet leadership
and enjéys a full support of the entire people of our country.

In conducting our foreign pdlicy we will continie persistent
efforts with the aim of strengthening the peace and lessening the
danger of war. We will stand for a‘peadeful coexistence of states
with different social systems, will sSeek to develop an equal and

. mutually advantageous Cooperations with-all countries, if they
are ready, on their ‘part, to do likewise. This, of course, applies
in full measure to-the Unitegd States, too. : - S

In practical terms, this means also that our positions laid
down, in particular in our message to you of January 28, remain
in force, Therein, we clearly expressed our view as to the;present
state of affairs concerning the issues of nuclear weapons in’

Burope and in the area Of'strategiC‘weapons, as well as with
regard to the arms limitation and reduction process as a whole.
- We are expecting your reaction. _ , _
- - " T would like, lr.President, that you and I should have a
clear understanding from the very begining on the central
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matters of the relations between the USSR and the USA. These are
the matters of security. The Soviet Union does not seek a
military superiority, nor does it seek to dictate its will to
others, but we will, of course, be safeguarding the interests
of our security ang thosé of éur éllies and friends from any
‘attempts to damage those ihterests. _

I believe, you will agree that in a nuclear age we must
not allow the irreparable to take Place, be it through design or
mistake. We are not seeking_a confrontation with the U.S. Such -
a confrontation would har&ly be in the'interestsAof your country,
either. If you and T have a common understanding on this point,
then it should be put'into'effeqt”also in practical de%ﬁs.

From this standpoint it is importapt that restraint be
exercised in everything, in ﬁattéré pig and small, and that both
sides displa& the high aegree of responsibility which is required
by the interests of international security and stability. As a
minimum,'it is necessary to do ndthing in the practical Dolicy,
that could exacerbate the situation ana cause irreversible changes
in Soviet-American relations as well as in the international
situation as a whole. '

Ve are convinced that it'isiimﬁossible to begin to correct
the present-abnormal-and, letts face it, dangerous situation,
and to speaﬁ.seriously of:c0nstructive moves, if there is a con-
tinuation of attempts to upset the balance of forces and to
‘gain military advantages_to the detriment of the security of the
other side, if actions are taken prejudicing the legitimate
interests of the other side. - o

There is another important point which the U.S. leade:ship
must clearly undersfand:'not‘ohly the‘U;S;'haS alliesiand
friends. The Soviet Union has them too; and we will be caring
for them, ' ' - o ‘ o
We look at things realistically and_havéino illusions that
it is possible to carry on busineés in total abstraction from
the objective differentes which exist between a socialist
country and a capitalist country. '
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For instance, our morallty does not’ accent much of what is
endemic to the capitalist society and what we consider as
unfair to people. Nevertheless, we do not introduce these
problems into the sphere: of" 1nterstate relatlonshlp. Just as
we belleve it is wrong and even dangerous to subordlnate our
relations to ideological differences, :

These are the considerations of a general nature which
I Thought necéssary to convey to you. As to the specific areas
where the Soviet Union and the U.S. could, right now and with
no time lost, move in a constructive way, those have been
outllned.by us, including in the message that T mentloned. I
would' like to expect that a p051t1ve reaotlon on your part
will follow,- .

- We have always been resolute aavocates of a serlous and
meaningful dlalogue - a dlalogue that would’be aimed at
searching for comman ground, at flnalnv concrete and mutually
aceeptable solutions in those areas where it proves realistically
possible. -

In conclusion I will emphasize once again: a turn toward
even and good relatioﬁs between our two countries has been and
continues to be our desire. And such a turn is quite feasible,
glven the same desire on the U.S. side.

Sincerely, :
K .CHERNENEO

moscow,
The Kremlin



